TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES PLANNING COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER 14, 2010

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Scott, Walworth, Thompson, Tomlinson, King, Goossen and Spencer

Absent:  None

Others:  Briggs, Grobbel

Audience:  3

1. Meeting was convened at 7:30 PM.  

2. Motion by Spencer to approve Agenda Content is seconded and passed 7-0.

3. Correspondence, etc.  Copies of the Northern Express are available, if interested, with an article relating to Medical Marijuana.  

4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve the minutes of August 10, 2010 with one correction is seconded and passed 6-0, with Thompson abstaining due to absence from the meeting.  In item 4, change the vote from “5-0” to “4-0”.
5. Concerns of the Public.  There were none.
6. Wind Energy Ordinance.  For their information, Scott informed the PC that there is a proposal to provide the State with the authority to make the final decisions on the placement of wind turbines in the state and a provision that includes the prevention of local units of government from having veto power over those decisions.  This is relating to commercial generators only, both on and off-shore.  The Antrim County Planning Commission has given approval of the Torch Lake Township Ordinance.  It is suggested by Tomlinson that in section 11, Signs, the acronym “MET” be spelled out the first time it is used and also added to “Definitions”.  The same applies to “VAWT” and “HAWT” in section 14.  Grobbel agrees and after he makes these corrections will forward Version 4 to Graham for his input.  

7. Medical Marijuana Ordinance.  Discussion begins with a review of the suggestions made by Graham.  Walworth suggests wherever “registered primary caregiver” is used to add the words “of medical marijuana”.  Other changes were noted by Grobbel and will be added to create “Version 6” which will be available for review next month.  Hopefully, the Public Hearing can be scheduled for the November 9th meeting.  Walworth would like the minutes to reflect that a registered primary caregiver of medical marijuana, providing care to a qualifying patient without compensation, is not deemed to be a home occupation.  This was discussed and this is not the intent of the Ordinance.  No formal action is taken at this time.
8. Zoning Ordinance Audit Review.  Discussion of which sections of the Zoning Ordinance need to be worked on next, with suggestions including “signs” language, the Site Plan Review process, Village Zoning and updating any language that reflects state law.  It is determined the Commission will finish Wind Energy and continue work on the Medical Marijuana Ordinance and then look at Site Plan Review and Village Zoning.  Grobbel asks the PC to read through the Site Plan Review process and think of their experiences; what are the issues dealing with it??

9. Concerns of the Public.  From the audience, Martel asks the Commission to add the 6 or 7 interpretations made by the ZBA to the housekeeping list.  

10. Concerns of the Planning Commission.  Spencer asks once a change in the Zoning Ordinance is officially made and it is published, who in the Township is responsible for typing, etc?  Grobbel answered that he and the clerk has just discussed this and Grobbel will see that all updates get done.

11. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:24 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary  
